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Saturday           December 21 

   4:30 PM            Rosemary Grady 

Sunday               December 22 

   7:30 AM             John Kenny 

  9:30 AM              Martha Wackerman 

 11:30 AM              Martha Wackerman 

  4:30 PM              Romeo J. Lacuesta 

Monday             December 23 

  8:00 AM             Rita Rice 

Tuesday             December 24 

  8:00 AM             Seminarians at St. Charles Seminary 

 Wednesday      December 25 

   9:30 & 11:30 Christmas Day 

Thursday           December 26 

   8:00 AM            Pro Populo 

 Friday                December 27 

   8:00 AM            Anthony Bonoma 

 Saturday           December 28 

   8:00 AM            Martha Wackerman 

   4:30 PM             Henry P. Durkin 

Sunday               December 29 

   7:30 AM             Ross Wood 

  9:30 AM               

 11:30 AM              Pro Populo 

  4:30 PM               

Debbie Martin, Mimi Craig, Diane Gardner, James Moretti, 
Natalie Cahill, Timothy Mahoney, CPT. Gregory Galeazzi, 
Paul Gabage, Ryan Crocetti, Elisabeth Schmid, Patricia 
Graves, Anne Kozlowski, Shannon DiGiuseppe, Jim 
Garbutt, Avery Rose Maha, Mary McFadden, Michele 
Nikander Foust, Phyllis Rodriguez-Peralta, Sydney Clark, 
Keith Gabage, Eileen McGowan, Ed Chromiec, Caroline 
Metzger, Joan Grelis, Sylvaine Aust, Irene Moeller, Gina 
Matticola Dwyer, Marc Mears, Arthur McGuigan, Tony 
Lane, Margarita Moya, Harley Maile, Kurtz Family, Poley 
Family, Lora Woods, Ilana Hausen, Margarita Soltero, Ron 
Fella, Monica Clay, Mary Lepera, Rose Ann Hennegan, 
Mary Maha, Kathleen Hurley, Raymond Yerger, Jennifer 
Leaming Lyons, Lorraine Kilkenny, Lisabeth Sophia 
Iglesias, Jackie Beck, Michael Lee-Torchiana, Sr. Joanne 
Bauer, Thomas Martorana, Jane Hollis, James Pratt, Jim 
McGuigan, John Reilly, Joanne Reilly, Jeanne Edwards, 
Bill Ferguson, Doris Parker, David Reardon, Kathleen 
Deegan, Frank Egan, Roberta Nolan, James McCarthy, 
Sophia Southerling, Ronald Zimmerman, Jane 
Tomaszewski, Linda Stanley, Patricia DiLeo 

Names for the sick will remain on the list for approximately four 
weeks. Please call the Rectory at 215-887-1501 if you would like the 
name to remain longer.  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

Reading I:  Isaiah 7: 10-14 
This famous prophecy made before King Ahaz is one 
that he rejected. The Church views Christ’s birth from 
the Virgin Mother as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words 
in history. 

Reading II:  Romans 1: 1-7 
St. Paul, calling himself  “a slave of Christ,” also 
describes himself as an apostle chosen by God. He 
stresses that the gospel is part of a divine plan. Paul 
flatters his Roman community as “holy called ones.” 

The Gospel:  Matthew 1: 18-24 
Matthew quotes today’s First Reading as he presents 
Jesus’ birth as the fulfillment of Israel’s hope. Writing 
for a largely Jewish audience, he makes St. Joseph the 
central active adult figure in the story. 

Remember those serving 
in the Armed Forces 

 
Edward C. Rice, Jr.: Cptn, Washington, DC  Fire Dept.  
Detective John Maha: PH Police Department 
Col. Jack Sariego: USAFR MC  
Matthew Hungerford: Cheltenham Police Officer  
Sgt. Sean McGinley:  U.S. Army 
Lt. Commander Gregory Phillips, USN 
Marcus Allen: PH Police Department 22nd Precinct 
Lt. Paul Vodola: Greenwich CT Fire Department  
Volunteer, Darien CT Fire Department  
John J. Maguire III: Volunteer Fireman, Harleysville 
Patrick Farina: U.S. Navy LTJG  
Angel Gilbert 
LT  JG Paul Masteller, USN: Navy Flyer Active Duty 
LT  JG Angelique Masteller, USN 
Corporal Martin Stanton, USMC 
Sargent John Patrick Wurtz, USMC 

H.O.P.E. 
If you are in need or know someone in need of a ride to 
church, appointments, etc. our drivers are ready and 
willing to help.  The week of December 22nd please call 
Ginny Conway at 215-885-2531.  The week of December 
29th please call Luci Harp at 215-870-6417.  

Stay up to date with local 
C a t h o l i c  n e w s  f r o m 
CatholicPhilly.com. Use your 

computer or smart phone to read about parish news, 
Archbishop Chaput’s column and information on activities 
throughout the Archdiocese. 
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December 22 No Second Collection 

December 23 Parish Office Open 

December 23-January 2 ICC School Closed 

December 24-26 Parish Office Closed 

December 27 Parish Office Open 

_______________________________________ 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

January 5 No Second Collection 

January 5 Pro-Life Presence at Abington Hospital 

January 7 Girl Scout Meeting 

January 8 Monthly Family Rosary 

January 8 Boy Scouts 

Advent and Christmas Schedule 2019 

 

Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

3:30 p.m. Children’s Tableau 

 followed by Mass in Church 

4:00 p.m. in Conahan Hall 

6:00 p.m. Mass in Church 

Christmas Day 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

no 7:30 a.m. Mass 

9:30 a.m.  

11:30 a.m. 

no 4:30 p.m. Mass 

Vigil of the Solemnity of  

Mary the Mother of God 

Tuesday, December 31, 2019 

4:00 p.m. 

The Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

New Year's Day 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

no 7:30 a.m. Mass 

9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

no 4:30 p.m. Mass 

Thank you to those who have donated money in memory 
of a loved one for the Christmas Flowers. If you are a Faith 
Direct participant and would like names published in the 
bulletin, please call the Rectory at 215-887-1501. 

The Pro Life Committee continues with a peaceful 
presence in front of Abington Hospital on the first Sunday 
of every month. Come, stand and pray with us on Sunday 
January 6th from 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. If you have any 
questions please call Pat Stanton at 267-718-4851.  

The freezers for St. John’s Hospice and Aid for 
Friends are re-opened. Please use the containers pro-
vided in the freezer room. If you have any questions please 
contact Mary Kate Guerin at 215-887-1501.  

If a Prenatal Diagnosis is poor, you are not alone. Lily’s 
Gift is a network of concerned parents and professionals 
who have experienced or worked closely with issues 
surrounding poor prenatal diagnosis. This service can 
provide a peer support team to assist couples during this 
critical time. For additional support please call 215-587-
3530. For more info about a Catholic response to a poor 
prenatal diagnosis visit www.Lilysgift.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

Stay up to date with local Catholic news from 
CatholicPhilly.com. Use your computer or smart phone 
to read about parish news, Archbishop Chaput’s column 
and information on activities throughout the Archdiocese.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Eve Children's Liturgy will take place on 
Tuesday, December 24 at the 3:30 p.m. Mass. Children of 
all ages are invited to be part of our Christmas Pageant. 
We need angels, kings and shepherds and we ask the 
families to provide the costumes.  We also need several 
infants less than one year old to be baby Jesus. Last year 
we had three Baby Jesus’. We would like to have as many 
as possible.  It’s a great chance to have some wonderful 
pictures and a magic moment for you and your family. For 
planning purposes please contact Mary Kate Guerin at 215
-887-1501 or by email at maryguerin@gmail.com if your 
children will be participating.  We also need youth lectors 
for this Mass.  Please email Mary Kate if your child would 
like to participate.  
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January 11-12, 2020  
Event: Theology of the Body Winter Retreat 

for High School Boys  

 Join Brendan McCauley for this retreat to begin a 
journey discovering yourself through Saint Pope 
John Paul's Teaching on Theology of the Body. Learn 
the truth about Love, Life and Sexuality. Learn how 
to stand for truth in today's culture. All high school 
boys are welcome to this retreat. College young men 
are invited too! The retreat will be a time of learning, 
contemplation and reflection. There will be talks, 
small group discussions, Adoration, Confession, 
Mass, food and fun!  

Speakers: Brendan McCauley and Fr. Timothy 
Danaher, O.P. 

Location: St. Mary of Providence Retreat Center in 
Elverson, PA 

More info: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
theology-of-the-body-retreat-for-high-school-boys-
tickets-78198934117 

 

Liturgical Ministries 

Week of 12/22 & 12/23 

Altar Server Extraordinary 

Minister 

Lector 

Saturday 4:30 p.m.  PJ Schloth 

Alana Schloth 

Melissa Ferrello 
George O’Connell 
Matt Ryan 
OPEN 

Michael Bonasera 

Jay Pastelak 

Sunday 7:30 a.m. Will Wescott 

Jack Wescott 

Alan Boon 
Peter Korman 
Rick O’Hara 
Lisabeth Tabnick 

James Tollett 

Scott Wilson 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. OPEN 

OPEN 

Phyllis Gabage 
Robert Gabage 
Max Mercado 
Isabel Mercado 

Mike Hayes 

OPEN 

Sunday 11:30 a.m. Sheridan Fritz Kevin Collins 
Lori Ferro 
Jane Lane 
OPEN 

Dorothy Dougherty 

Charles Nimmons 

Sunday 4:30 p.m.  Peter Murray 

Madden Murray 

Conor Murray 

Pat Murphy 

Joelle Sandre 

Dominic Rawson 

Gwynedd Mercy Academy 

High School, an independent, 

all-girls Catholic college pre-

paratory school sponsored by 

the Sisters of Mercy, has an 

opening for the following posi-

tions:  

Long-term Substitute – 
World Languages department 

from March until May 

2020.  Courses to be taught include Spanish 1 and Honors 

Spanish 2.   Qualified applicants with teaching experience 

and a degree in Spanish are asked to submit their resume to 

Cindy DeCandido at careers@gmahs.org by January 3, 

2020.     

Long-term Substitute – Social Studies department from 

March until June 2020.  Courses to be taught include World 

Cultures and AP Human Geography.   Qualified applicants 

with teaching experience and a degree in history are asked to 

submit their  resume to Cindy DeCandido 

at careers@gmahs.org by January 3, 2020.  

Long-term Substitute – Mathematics department.  Quali-

fied applicants with teaching experience and a degree in 

math are asked to submit their resume to Cindy DeCandido 

at careers@gmahs.org by January 3, 2020. 

mailto:careers@gmahs.org
mailto:careers@gmahs.org
mailto:careers@gmahs.org
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St. Raphaela Center, on behalf of the Handmaids of 
the Sacred Heart, has the following positions and 
opportunities available:    

 
Help Wanted – Part-Time Housekeeper 

Flexible work hours 
616 Coopertown Rd., Haverford, PA 19041 

For more information Call Sr. Lyan at St. Raphaela 
Center at 610-642-5715.  

   
New Year's Eve Retreat 

December 31 - 6:00pm to January 1 - 10:00am 
St. Raphaela Center 

616 Coopertown Rd., Haverford, PA 19041 
Join us as we say farewell to 2019 with all its joys 
and sorrows and welcome 2020 in God’s pres-
ence.  We will begin at 6 pm with a delicious end-of-
the-year feast, followed with a presentation by Fr. 
Bernard Farley and some quiet time for personal 
prayer and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  We 
will celebrate Mass at midnight followed by light re-
freshments.  Is there any better way to greet the New 
Year?  We will conclude the retreat with Morning 
Prayer and a delightful New Year’s Day brunch. We 
hope you can join us; we would love to welcome the 
New Year with you!  The cost is $85.00 per person/
$155.00 per couple/ $60 commuter. To register on-
line go to  www.straphaelacenter.org, email 
straphaelacenter@gmail.com  or call us at 610-642-
5715.  
 

A Winter Day of Renewal 
Feb 5, 2020 - 8:30am to 2:30pm 

Turn Left at the Third Hawthorne Tree:  Our God, 
Our Selves, Our Journey 

“The feeling remains that God is on the journey too.” 
This quote from Teresa of Avila frames this day as an 
exploration of the interplay between psychology and 
spirituality. During our time together, we will pray 
and reflect on how growth in self-knowledge is actu-
ally growth in God. Using the Myers-Briggs Type In-
dicator as a tool, we  will discover how our personal-
ity influences how we pray.  The cost is $40 (Lunch 
included).  To register email email straphaelacen-
ter@gmail.com or go to  www.straphaelacenter.org.   
 

 
  

Eight Day Winter Directed Retreat 
January 24 - 4:00pm to January 31 - 11:00am 

616 Coopertown Rd., Haverford, PA 19041 
A directed retreat at St. Raphaela Center is a time 
of quiet in order to enhance attentiveness to God's 
voice within you and in your life. A reverent silence 
is maintained throughout the Retreat Center at all 
times including during meals. Each retreatant 
meets with his/her director daily for approximately 
45 minutes. Our Spiritual Directors on staff will be 
conducting this 6-day retreat.  Each one possesses 
the necessary skills to guide their directees com-
passionately and peacefully, allowing them to listen 
to God’s voice and to journey closely with their lov-
ing God, both within the retreat setting and going 
forth into their daily lives.  The number, nature and 
length of periods of formal prayer each day will de-
pend upon the ability and needs of the individual 
and will be determined in conversation with the 
director. Retreatants are provided suggested scrip-
ture passages tailored to their own prayer. Ideally 
retreatants will have some experience in meditative 
prayer, the desire to enter into prolonged silence, 
and sufficient self-awareness to recognize their 
own inward movements. All retreatants have the 
opportunity for daily liturgy and reconciliation. 
The cost is $535 - $605.  To register online go to  
www.straphaelacenter.org, email straphaelacen-
ter@gmail.com  or call us at 610-642-5715. 
 

Women's Weekend I 
January 17 - 4:00pm to January 19 - 12:00pm 

616 Coopertown Rd., Haverford, PA 19041 
In the Greek, the word “abundant” means beyond 
measure, more than what one would ever imagine 
or expect. This is what Jesus promises us. At the 
same time, this abundance does not come to us by 
magic. The spiritual journey is a continual process 
of learning, practicing, making mistakes, correcting 
them, and in the process maturing and growing in 
our relationship with Jesus. The gift of this journey 
is our ability to experience the grace of abundance. 
The healing miracles of Jesus are a wonderful 
prayer source for recognizing those areas of our in 
life that need to be healed. This retreat will give us 
the time and space to spend with Jesus, and to al-
low ourselves to be touched, challenged, and 
healed as we wake up to the dignity and wonder of 
who we are and to what are we called live: the Life 
of Abundance.  With Sister Mercedes Rojo, OSF.  
The cost is $185-$225; commuter: $130.  Registra-
tion: online www.straphaelacenter.org or email 
straphaelacenter@gmail.com.  

http://www.straphaelacenter.org/
mailto:straphaelacenter@gmail.com
mailto:straphaelacenter@gmail.com
mailto:straphaelacenter@gmail.com
http://www.straphaelacenter.org/
http://straphaelacenter.org/index.php?page=directors
http://www.straphaelacenter.org/
mailto:straphaelacenter@gmail.com
mailto:straphaelacenter@gmail.com
https://straphaelacenter.secure.retreat.guru/teacher/sister-mercedes-rojo-osf/
http://www.straphaelacenter.org/
mailto:straphaelacenter@gmail.com


Page 5  145 ICBVM 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

On Sunday, January 5, 2020 on the Feast of St. John 
Neumann, parishes across the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia will come together as a community of faith 
to pray before the Blessed Sacrament.  The Holy Hours 
for Vocations will be held at various parishes in the 
Archdiocese.  These Holy Hours are designed to unite 
Catholics across the Archdiocese in prayer for vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life.  These Holy Hours offer 
the entire Archdiocese the opportunity to ask Christ to 
help us bear the fruit that He intends to harvest through 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  For more 
info: visit https://heedthecall.org/holyhour.  

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 

The pressure is on to deliver. No, I’m not thinking of the 
Post Office, or Fed-Ex or Amazon. In these waning days of 
Advent 2019, what I refer to is the pressure you or I just 
might be feeling about any personal promises we made 
this pre-Christmas season to God, or family and friends 
with an eye to making this Christmas even more special. 

Concerning God, your Advent resolution hopefully 
included some extra time spent in prayer. Or maybe a long
-delayed confession. As to family, a renewed effort to 
“make it work” with some challenging member, a project 
that began at Thanksgiving dinner. Your kinder thoughts 
of him/her now translated into a Christmas card or a 
phone call, or gladly joining them around the family 
Christmas tree. As for friends, especially those 
geographically distant, you made some time together via 
Skype or texting if not a visit. 

As we read St. Matthew’s Christmas account today, we 
might note some differences in it from St. Luke’s version. 
They are often combined in the popular versions.  Chief 
among them is the prominent role St. Matthew gives to St. 
Joseph, which Luke does not. This Matthew did for the 
comfort of his primarily Jewish audience. Joseph is the 
link with the House of David, a long-held qualification of 
their expected Messiah. 

This happenstance gives us the perfect time to focus on St. 
Joseph. He is almost a forgotten saint, despite the fact that 
he is the foster father of Christ; the Patron of the Universal 
Church, and a perfect model of true masculinity. What we 
note also is his outstanding integrity; constant patience; 
and inspirational obedience. All three characteristics, far 
from a complete list, will be a working document for all of 
us to live our Catholic faith in a better way from December 
25 into the fast approaching 2020.  In vision rating that 
number is perfection at the eye doctor’s office. 

I admit that notion puts some inherent pressure on us all. 
But like cardio exercise that is good for the heart, so truly 
living our faith every day is good for the soul. And I’d like 
to add that St. Joseph models skills that fit in with a 
modern context.  What is “time management” other than 
priority adherence and obedience to a command for 
prayer? What is “goal setting“ other than healthy 
obedience to a higher power? Carefully read between the 
lines of St. Joseph’s story.  Note that it has no memorable 
speech but action aplenty. When St. Joseph’s virtues 
become part of our own biographies, they bring us the 
elusive joy of peace. 

I close with the thought of the late Menachem Begin, 
former Prime Minister of Israel: “Peace is the beauty of 
life. It is sunshine. It is the smile of a child, the love of a 
mother, the joy of a father, the togetherness of a family. It 
is the advancement of man, the victory of a just cause, the 
triumph of truth.”  A blessed Christmas to you and yours. 

 

 

 

 

A Come And See Weekend is a perfect opportunity for 
men who are considering a vocation to come to St 
Charles Borromeo Seminary to see what seminary life 
is like and explore the possibility of their own call to 
the priesthood.     This is an ideal retreat for someone 
who is actively pursuing a call to the priesthood, as well 
as a good opportunity for a man who has been 
evangelized to explore the possibility of a call to the 
priesthood! 
High school men are invited to gather for the weekend 
which includes reflections on the priesthood, vocation 
stories from seminarians and fellowship. Attendees will 
join the seminary for the Liturgy of the Hours, Mass 
and Eucharistic Adoration.   The weekend begins with 
Evening Prayer at 5 PM on Saturday and ends 
following Evening Prayer on Sunday at 5:45 PM.  For 
more information about this Weekend, contact Fr. 
DeLacy at 610-667-5778 or Susan Matour, Associate 
Director, at smatour@archphila.org.  Please register no 
later than January 13, 2020.  
 

Friday, January 10 – Saturday Jan 11, 2020   
Event: Hope Blooms Healing Retreat  
This retreat is for any woman healing from betrayal, 
trauma, abuse or emotional wounding. Come, as we walk 
on sacred ground together to share our stories, strengthen 
spiritually, and immerse ourselves in the healing love of 
our Lord. The retreat includes opportunities for individual 
healing work, teachings on the 5 Keys of Unbound, per-
sonal reflection time, Mass, Adoration, Confession and 
more.  
Speakers: Retreat leaders: Father Allen Hoffa, De Yarri-
son of You Are Made New Ministry and Laura Ercolino of 
Bloom for Catholic Women.   
Location:  Mariawald Renewal Center in Reading PA  
To learn more: visit https://youaremadenew.com/
healing-retreats.  

mailto:smatour@archphila.org

